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About DApril 1952, Stesnov¥*, a Soviet officlal responsible for the production
of fime nlckel wire screen in East Germany, ceme to the Berlin-Adlershof
plant of the Kebelwerk-Koepenick and inttiated a new experimentsl process

in the menufecture of fine nickel wire st that plant. Stesnov continued to
come to the Kebelwerk-Koepenlck every day to supervise this experiment until
17 April, when the first finighed wire to undergo these tests was plcked

up by representatives of Tewa-Neustaedt/Orla, to be woven into fine screen.

After the drawing phese 1s completed, the flne nickel wire 1e passed through
24 copper pipes (every two of which are housed in an iron pipe) into the
anneeling furnace. To prevent oxidatlon of the wire during the annealing
(Glueh) process, & protective gas, propaue or nitrogen, had heretofore been
iptroduced into the anmealing furnaece. In the new process, this protectlive
ges is not used. Insteed, the wire is pessed through a wad of absorbent
cotton (Wattebausch), freshly sosked every 15 minutes with petroleum, on its
wey into the furnace. The ebsorbent wad 1s placed in the mouth of the pipes lead-
ing into the furnace. In thls uew process, the wire ig passed through a.
felt filter after the emnealing phase. The remalning cil on the surface

of the wire 1s removed by the felt filter.

Although final test results of this new process have not yet been compiled,
an estimeted 20% of the wire was oxidized in the process and wag rejected.

On 17 April 1952, sbout 3,050 rolls of 0.05 mm. wire and 3,000 rolls of

0.054 mm. wire (the average roll welghed 70 grams), which had undergone this
process, were ready for dellvery 1o the weaving plants. Stesnov then ordered
the tests temporarily discontinued, until this batch of wire could be woven
into fine screen end given the nitric acld test. Stesnov ordered Donbrovski,
head of the wire-drawing section at the Adlershof plant, to call Director
Alletsee at Tewa-Neustadt/Orle to have the finighed wire plcked up. This
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delivery took place on 18 April 1952. Stesnov indicated that no further
tests would be performed at Kabelwerk-Koepenick until the results of the
pitric acid test on the screening woven from the tested wire were known.

Kabelwerk-Koepenick has recertly completed its running order for 13.3 tons

of fire nickel wire. However, some of this hag not yet been delivered to

the weaving plants. On 2 April 1952, Kabelwerk-Koepenick received a new
order from Tewa-Neugtadt/Orle for 10.6 tons of fine nickel wire. Pending

the results of the test proct :s, work on this order lizs not yet been begun,
and the production of fine mickel wire at Kabelwerk-Koepenick has temporarily
reached a standstlill.

By 28 May 1952, Kebelwerk-Kowperick had completed the production of 2.5 tons

of fipe nickel wire by using the test process described above. The work

on the new order received on 2 April had not begun. At this date: the: production

of fine nickel wire at both the Koepenick and Hettstedt plants had stoppedu = ..

v+ ie rumored that it will not be resumed. | |stated, 25X1
that fine nickel wire screen is also being produced in the Soviet Union.
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